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A Canvipd APPEAL to the PosLic. 


Oy A ſuppoſition ( 61 may venture to lay A 
certainty) that the Proprietors of Drury- -lane 


"Theatre have not us d me with that candour, 


which is unqueſtionably duc o an Author, 
who many years ago contributed his MIV io 


the entertainment of the Town, I am in- 
duc'd to publiſh the following letters, by way 


of Ar PEAL tO the Frequenters 3f the 


Theatres. 


Some of my friend TE 8 * 2 
cited me to offer my tragedy of Dido * 
the Proprietors of Drury- lane Houle, as the 


„ 
part of che Heroine could be ſo admirably 
play'd by Mrs. SinDons : They at laſt, as 
Polontus lays, 
by labourſome petition 
* Wrung from me my flow leave.” 

I accordingly ſent, above two years ago, the 
_ tragedy and a comedy to THOMAS LinteEy, | 
Eſquire, the Manager, and with them the : 
lollowing Ic ter | | 4 


LECTERI::- . 

SIR, —.— 

I have taken the liberty of ſending a . 
tragedy and a comedy, both of which I flatter 4 
mylcli would make a relpettable appearance 
on your flage. As to the wagedy there can 
be no doubt of its ſucceſs; Gnce it was recerved 
with applauſe above ſeventeen years ago, iho* 
it was got up in a very flovenly manner, and 
the Heroine play d by a Lady, who was never 
very great in characters truly-pathetic*. I 
' withdrew the piece on account of an unhap- 
py quarrel with Mr. Gan RICK, or it would 
probably, cer now, have atforded your cele- 
rated Actreſs a farther opportunity of diſ- 
playing her great talents. 


* his elegant Actreſs fell ſhort of her uſual 
excellence in tragie characters of the so TER call, 
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ES-3 
As the Comedy has never appear'd its ſuc- 
cels cannot be aſcertamd. However, from the 
(perhaps) flattering applanſe, beſtow'd upon 
it by lome acknowledged judges, I have no 


rcaſon to doubt of 1s favourable reception, 


Iince the bufineſs of the pièce, with leſs hu- 
mour and character than it poetics, would. 


ſecure its fuccels---add to this, that it can be 
capitally play qd at your the *atYe. 


IJ have by me {ſeveral Dramas of the Lrag1C 


and conc caſt, all of which have hach uch 


lanction, as makes me believe that none of 
them would do your flage the leatl diſcredit. 


When you have peruſcd the Pieces, I {houid 
be proud of an interview; as, Ithink, it would 


be lor the intereſt of your theatre to © ncourage 
an Author, whole lituation 1s independent, Ns 


to whom itage. emolumc nuts are only a ſecon- 
dary enero 


I hall, with pleaſure, wait on you, when- 


ever you {hall fav our me v ith a line to that 


purpoſe, 


= I am, Sir, 
Sun. Tavern Felds, Your's, &c, 
Sept, 23d, 1784. Jos. REED. 


„e ; 
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Two days after, both the plays were return 
ed by Mr. Wellley, treaſurer to che theatre, 


(tho I knew not at that time who or what he 
Was) with the enſuing billet, | 


L-£ 1-1-6 1k 


DRURVYT-LAN K THEATRE, 
818 


THE Pr oprictors have directed me to pre- 


ſent their compliments, and to acknowledge 


their obligation for the preference you have 


given their houſe, but are of opinion the 

pieces cannot be produced with advantage to 

the Theatre. 
Jam, &c. 


25th Sept. 1784. T. WESTLEY. 


From the ſudden return of the two pieces, I 
ſulpected that they had been ſent back to me 


une, as I had beenprevioully informed that 


every manuſcipt play, offered to that theatre, 


was peruled by each of the Proprietors, be- 


fore it was accepted Or rejected: in conle- 


quence of which I wrote to ALL the Propr! e- 


tors as {ollows. 


EETTER: III. 


GkENTLITUEN, 857 5 


I have received a billet, ligned T. Weſtley, 
wherein the writer inſorius me he is direfted 


17 
to acquauit me, the Proprietors of Drury-:ane 
theatre are ot opinion, that my two picces 
cannot be produced with advantage to the 
theatre---I with that one of you had ne, 
me with a line on the occaltion 3» Mer. We nn 
would not then have ras wb wy to your re- 


* 


{{al of the pic ces, Which may polſi "On DC a 


means of their being rejected eljewhere.: It 


15 no new thing for a 1 even without 


fair examination, to refuſe a piece, that has 


been refuſed at a rival theatre. IH any ol you 
by letter, had oltered al daughter as a bride, 
what would he think of that e, who, 
inſtead of a private antwer, mould feud a ſe = 
vant to report ms rcſulal ? 


© 7 


Had your cenfa re fallen finely on the Co- 
mochy. 1 mig "It perltaps have though 
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but, as poor Dido is involved in your anathe- 


— — 
* 


, I cannot help thinking my two dramatic 
5 1} [are en are thus crucliy treat: 4. on account 
of their literary Father. It was many years 
ago too: truly ee that my quarrel 
with Mr. Garrick would be an aimoft-infu- 
perable obſtacle to my ſuccels on thc ſtage. 


However, as J can incontellil}l: Prove that 
gentleman uſed me moſt illiherally, it is ra- 


ther hard that my dramatic Character lh ould. 
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ſuſſer, thro' my lenity of not laying before 


the public his unjuftifiable treatment. 


It appears to me very unaccountable that 
a tragedy, which Mr. GAR RICK s ſecret in- 


fluence was not able to damn, ſhould be rejected, 


becauſe 11 was withdrawn by the author, on 
promiſe that it ſhould re-appear, when it could 
be exhibited agreeably to lus wilh.---The ſto- 
ry is concilely as follows. 


Mr. Garrick, tor realons too tedious to be 
told, objected to Dido; and, by his authority, 
kept it off the ſtage from the year 1761 to 
1767. Even then he would not agree to its 


repreſentation, but on the hard condition of 
bringing it out for Mr. Hollands beneſit; 
| 9 0 5 


hoping us firſt appearance as a benefit-play 


would effectually cripple it. I ſhould never 


have conſented to Dido's appearance m ſuch 
diſgracefut manner, if Mr. Garrick had not 


aſſured me, that a ſufficient number of nights 


{ſhould be left open for its Run, and at the 
ſame ume inſinuated that another play, on the 


ſame ſubject, had been put into his hands, the 
ſucceſs of which the author was willing to try 


at a beneſit. 


1 ; 4.9 * 1 Ng gs 9s a 2 — 6 Ks 


1 

While the play was in rchiearſal, he ſaw:to 
his great mortiſication that it would ſucceed, 
and on the day, preceding its firſt repreſenta- 
tion, he hurried off to Bath, having either 
written, or permitted to appear in the Public 

Advertiſer (the then theatrical Gazette) a 
molt ſcandalous copy of doggerel verſes againſt 
the tragedy, and without having fixed the ſe- 
cond night of its exhibition. Its firſt appear- 
ance was on Saturday, and the only night, in 
the ſucceeding week unengaget for a benelit, 
was Thurſday. Aſter the play had met with 
ſuch applauſe, I deſired it might be given out 
for Thurſday, to which Mr. George Garrick, 
the Deputy-manager, tenaciouſly objected; 
alledging he expected a Command for that 
evening, and that he muſt hear from his Bro- 
ther belore he fixed the ſecond night. He 
was, however, over-ruled by Mr. L.acy, and 
the piece was play'd a lecond time. All the 
enſuing week was appointed for benefits, ex- 
cept Thurſday, and that evening the Earl of 
Warwick was tobe play d at the delire ol the: 
honourable CHARLES TOWN SEND, Elq. Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer. On applic ation 
to that Gentleman, he politely relinquiſhed the 
requeſted play; but Mrs. YATES's illness 
prevented the exhibition of my piece, Tho 


n. 
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third night therefore could not be fixed till 
that day month, on account of Pallion-week, 
and tlic intervening benefits. 


After the ſecond might applications were 
made to me tor the purchale of the copy. 1 
wrote to Mr. Garrick then at Bath. He ſent 
me a ſeemingly-ſincere letter, congratulated 
me on the ſucceſs of the play, and diffuade 0 
me from publication. He arrived in town 


before the turd repreſentation, aud, though 


the part of Dido was obliged to be play'd 2 
Mrs. William Barry, a road: rate actreſs, « 


account of Mrs. Vates's illneſs, the piece was re- 
ceived with great applauſe. Wethen mutually 
agreed to pollpone the farther repreſentation 


(it being ſo late as the 14th of May) till the 
enſuing ſcaſon, Mr. Garrick promiſing to get 
up the piece with all poſſible advantages; but 


a revolution happening from the purchaſe of 
 Covent-Garden Theatre, Dido was de prived 
of Mr. Powel and Mrs. Yates. 


In Ottober * following Mr. Garrick, wich- 


out ever conſulting me, allotted the parts of 


 Mineas and Dido to Reddiſh and Mrs. Willan 


Barry. Iobj ted, as Mr. BAR RW and Mrs. 
Daxctr were then engaged at Drury-lane. 


* November. 


1 1 
Mr. Garrick, alter ſome warm expreſſions, at 
length conlented that the two parts ſhould be 
given to Mr. Barry and Mrs. Dancer, and that 
the play lhould be brought out aſter Chrnilt- 
mas. Mr. Barry's affairs in Ireland were in ſo 
critical a ſituation, that he was obliged on a 
few hours' notice to {ct out for Dublin. In 
his abſence the part of Dido was given to 
Mrs. Dancer, who cxprefſed a great liking 10 
it. Mr, Barry, on his return, was applied to 
about ſtudying /Eneas. He promiſed to do 
At, i would” put off the play to another 
ſeaſon, alledging he had no leiſure for Hudy 
till the theatrical vacation“. I would not 
conſent, and defred a politive anſwer. He 
then told me he had neither read the part nor 
the play. I gave him a copy of the tragedy, 
and a meeting between us was appointed in 
his dreſſing-room the next time he played. 
We met accordingly. After many heſitations, 
ſhufllings, and ridiculous objettions he de- 
clined che part. His objettions were caftly 
reſuted, and fo confuſed was his behaviour, 
that I muſt have been blind, not to have ſeen 
he was influenced by Mr. Garrick. then 


aſked him if he had any objection to Mrs, 


* He afterwards ſludied a new part in Zenobia 
that ſeaſon, 


3 — 
ag 


— 6E * . 
— n oY N þ 


, 2 — ww"; 
: — 
SE eb. h f 


t 
Dancers playing Dido. He aſſured me ſhe 
would never play the character, unleſs he was 


in the piece. The play was therefore with- 
drawn on Mr. Garrick's promz/e that it ſhould 


re-appear, whenever I ſhould think it could be 


 latisfactorily performed. 


I was ſo highly irritated at Mr. Garricks 
duplicity, that I wrote a narrative of our quar- 


rel from its firſt riſe, which happened in De- 


cember 1759, on account of the REGISTER“ 
OFFICE ; containing all the Letters and Oc- 


currences that paſled between us. I ſhould 


have publiſhed it, had I not been preſlingly 


diſſuaded by my friend Mr. Holland, who 
was at that time in expectation of purchaſing 
a ſhare in the theatre. I now repent that I 
luffered my ſelf to be diſſuaded, as the narrative 


would have excited the curioſity and atten- 
tion ol the literary world, and have convin- 


ceœd the public of the illiberal uſage, I met 
with from that great Actor and Manager. It 


may not yet be too late; for if Dido, muſt be 
denied an appcarance on the ſtage, its mured 


Author has ſurely a right to vindicate his dra- 


matic charatter by Publication. 


From the above true flate of the caſe, 1 
would alk if a play, that ſucceeded againſt all 


EE 
the uncandid practices of a great Manager---a 
play, that was got up in a careleſs and lloven- 
ly manner---a play, that was exhibited with- 
out a ſingle new dreſs or fcene-...a play, that 
was kept lingering near e n weeks from its firſt 
to its third repreſentation, and abuſed in the 
Manager's Paper ore it made its appear- 
ance on the flage—1 ſay, Gentlemen, I would 
aſk, if it can be fairly ſuppoſed that a play, 
which ſucceeded under all theſe diſadvanta- 
ges, could fail of fuccels, when properly ex- 


hibued ? 


Suffer me, Gentlemen, to relate ond in- 
ſtance of prepoſieſſion againſt Dido. The ce- 
lebrated author of 7riflram Shandy was at 
its firſt repreſentation, and, when the cur- 
tain droppd, being alk'd his opinion of the 
piece, replied in his humourous way, «J 
look upon it as a theatrical Take-in.” Ihe 
Gentleman, who alk'd the queſtion, anſwer'd, 

Im ſurpriz d to hear this! you ſcem'd plea- 
« fed with the repreſentation” —* And was 
« truly ſo, returnd the Wit: © I only ex- 
* petted 10 lee a mere benefit lay, ani! it has 
« turned out one of the beſt new tragedie 5 . 
* ever law. 


* 


* 
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You think, Gentlemen, that Dido cannot 
be produc'd with advantage to your theatre. 
Far be it from me to wiſh you ſhould be 
lolers by any performance of mine. I think 
there is a moral certainty, that Dido will 
have a Run of nine nights. If, cherefore, you 
will produce the receipts of the managers ſix 
niglus, tor any new tragedy you Res exhi- 
bited lince the commencement of your thea- 

. tnical reign, I don't deſire to pocket a ſhilling, 
till ſuch ſum has been received, though you 
ſhould agree to get up the piece even in this 
parliamentary vacation. As parhament does 
not meet till late in January, depend ont, 
Gentlemen, you will have great need of no- 
velty, much novelty, to bring good houles. 


To guard you from every riſk, I beg 
Jeave to propole a new plan, If you will hx 
a fair price lor the ule of your theatre nine 
nights in November, I ſhould be glad to con- 
| tract with you, Nay. Gentlemen, I will 


* wen extend the number of nights to cighteen, 
1 and play Dido and a Comedy alternately, I 
have other comedies beſides that you have 
i feen, Þ will lodge In your hands Govern- 
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. 
ment- Securities to the amount of the ſtipu- 
lated ſum. 


I beg the favour of an anſwer, and am, 


Gentlemen, 
Sept. 30, 1784. Vour's Kc. 
Mr. Linley Gord me with the follow 
ing an{wer, 
LET IE R V. 


Od. 5th, 1784. 
Stix, 
The Letter, ſent to you from Drury-lane 
Theatre in the names of the Proprietors, was an 
official one, agreeable to a rule of that houſe, 
when any pieces, prelented there for perfor. 


mance, are returned. Mr. Weſtley is a perion 


they conhde in, and you may rely upon 


his ſecrecy reſpecting the buſineſs in queſ- 


tion. 


The further propolitions you make are ſo 


contrary to the general order of buſineſs 19 
that theatre, that they cannot be accepicd. 


1 am, Six, 
Sa Lour's, &c. 


" _ — rn - 
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As I found nothing could be done with Mr. 
Linley, I wrote as follows to ALBany WAI“ 
Lis, Eſquire, one of Mr. Garrick's Executors, 


on a ſuppoſition that he would ſhew my letter 
to the Pr oprietors. 


LTT 
SB, 
Laſt night I reſolved to write to my friend, 
— H-——;, who has been long ac- 


quainted with you, to accompany me to your 
noule, as 1 have a matter of ſome conſequence 


to impart to you : however, on farther rumi- 
nation, it appeared to me more adviſeable to 


open the buſineſs by letter, as the affair might, 
by that means, be kept the more ſecret, But 


to the purpoſe. 


On the 23d day of September, I ſent to 
Mr. Linley a tragedy and a comedy, which 
were returned by Mr. Weſtley, the treaſurer 
of Drury-lane theatre, with a ſhort billet, in- 
forming me the Proprictors were of opimon, 
that my pieces could not be produc'd wich 
advantage to the theatre.—As Mr. Weltleys 


letter was dated on the 25th ot September, 1 


think it was hardly poll; ble that both picces 
could be read (at leaſt be duly and deliberately 


with applauſe, in ſpite ol 


: LEY 
read) by all the Proprietors. In ſhort, I can- 
not help thinking, that both the pieces were 


To haſtily rejected, becauſe they have the mil. 


fortune to be mimne.—T impute their rejection 
ſolely io an unhappy quarrel, which ſubſiſted 
between the celebrated Rolcius and me. 
Nay, 1 am almoll of opinion they were re- 
turn'd to me unread. 


As to the comedy, I can only ſay, it has 


had the ſanction of ſome acknowledged 


judges of the drama; and, were it not my 
own, I would not ſcruple to aflert, it has 
equal, if not ſuperior merit to any of the 


comic pieces produc'd at Drury-lane, fnce 


the commencement of their proprietorſhip ; J 


Mr. Sheridan's excepted. 


As io U 1C tragedy, VIZ. Dido, i may, with- 
out the leaſt imputation of vanity, ſtand up in 
its defence, becauſe it has had the lanction of 
the Public. It was exhibited three arghts 
above ſeventeen years ago, and received 
I am forry 


to add——Mr. Garrick's ſecret influence lo 
criþple it. From your intimacy with that 
inimitable Actor, I mult. {uppole. you can- | 
not be a ſtranger to the cauſe of mywithdraw- 
ing Dido the cnſuing winter. — Mr. Garrick's 


4 
behaviour was ſuch, that I wrote a pamphlet, 
with the following title and motto : 


THEATRICAL DUPLICITY: 
0 R 
A GENUINE NARRATIVE 
O F THE 
CONDUCT of DAVID GARRICK, re 


5 
JOSEPH REED on his Tragedy of DIDO: 


CONTAINING 


All the Le ters, and ſeveral Converſations, 
which pals d between the Manager, Author, 


: and Others, on that Subject. 


I will a round unvarniſh'd tale deliver-- 


N othing extenuate, | 


Nor ſet down aught in malice. 


Foul * will riſe, 
Tho all the earth overwhelm them. 


Uanigr. 


- OTHELLO, 


iy E 
I read a great part of che narrative to Mr. 
Holland, who, in a very preſling manner, diſ- 
ſuaded me from publilting u. I now repent. 
that I did not publiſh it at that time, at leaſt 
not during Mr. Garrick's life, as Jam fully per- 
ſuaded my dramatic Character hath greatly 


Alufferd, thro' my onnition of laying before 
the world, a ſeries of facts, which bear hard 


on Mr. Garrick's memory as a Manager. and 
which not a little aflect it as a Man. 


On the 3oth of September I wrote to 


the Proprietors, and went to the Trea- 


ſurer's office after the play, in expecta- 
tion of ſceing Mr. Weſtley, whole abſence 
induced me to leave the letter with a young 


man, deſiring him to give it tothe Treaſurer ; 


with a charge to deliver it in the preſence of 


all, at leaſt a majority of the Proprietors. In 


my letter I dropp'd all defence of the come- 


dy, but defended Dido in ſuch a manner, as 
muſt have procur'd its exhibition, had not - 


there been a ſtrong prepoſſeſſion againſt the 


play in the caſe. I made the Proprietors 
two offers; the firit, to allow them to re- 
cieve (before I pocketed one ſhilling) a ſum 


equal to the amount of the Managers fix 


nights of any new tragedy they had produc'd; 


% 
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the ſecond, to hire, at a fair price, their theatre 


nine mghts, for the exhibition of Dido; or 
eightcen, to play the tragedy, and a comedy 
alternatcly ; with a propoſal of lodging in their 
hands Government.Securitics to the amount 


of the ſtipulated ſum—Both cheſe offers they 


have rejected. 


I am therefore under the diſagreeable ne- 
cellty of publiſhing the Narrative, to con- 
vince the literary world, that I am not deſti- 
tute of abilities to contribute to the ente rtain- 
ment of the Public. 


You may poſſibly think that I have not. 
written the pamphlet alluded to, -and that I 


have only made mention of it in terrorem. It. 
ſuch your opinion, I will, whenever deſir d, 
read the Narrative to you, or to any perſon 


you ſhall appoint. I am ſorry that no other 
alternative remains ; but as I have dramatic 
pieces by me, which, if play'd with tolerable 
ſucceſs, will bring me three thouland pounds, 


or upwards, my duty, as a father of three chil- 


dren, {tho' ] am in a ſtate of independency) 
certainly obliges me to make ule of ſuch ex- 


pedient. When I publiſh the Narrative, I 


intend to publiſh Dido, I am not without 
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„ 
hopes of having permiſſion to dedicate the 


tragedy to a Great Perſonage. 


You may alſo think, that my publication 
of the Narrative will fail of credit, as Mr. 


| Garrick is no more.—Don't deceive your- 
lelf in that particular. His very letters (had 


I not living wiinefles of his duplicity) would 
corroborate the facts, I have {tated therein. 1 
beheve my friend H— — will aſſure you, 


that my veracity is not to be queſtion'd. How- 


ever, to remove every doubt, I ſhall prefix to 


the Narrative an allidavii of the truth of its 


contents: Nay, probably, wy late letter to 
the Proprietors of Drury-lane theatre, 


"You may tarther think, that an attack on fo 
oreat a character as Mr. Garrick may make me 
many literary enemies. —-Ezen in that cale, 
how mall I be a loſer 2 Mr. Garrick's con- 
duct hath blaſted my reputation, as a dramatic 
writer, and the far greater part of my -pro- 
ductions is dramatic. If, therefore, I have 
nothing to „e from the ſlage, T have ſurely 


nothing to fear from the partilans of Mr. 


Sarric k „ 


| ; 8 a "4 - , 
If you are unacquainted with Mr. Garrick's 
diſingenuous conduct, reſneftting Dido, I 


1 


eile with vou would Ante hs Proprietors 


to ſhew you my letter, as it contains a 


IL ob- 


conciſe account of his duplicity. 


hy ole a recent advertiſement, * that an 


intiffacy exiſts between you. 


You have been characteriz'd to me a ſenſi- 
ble, and (what is ſtill more to your credit) an 


honett man: And as you have been the tem- 
-porary guardian of Mr. Garrick's pr oper— 


oF BEES to his charac- 


ty, VOu may prov e 2 1 


ter, by preventing an injured Author's ap- 


peal to the public : an appeal abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to re! ore his literary reputation, 
which is almoſt ammhilated by Mr. Gar- 
rick's ciſingenuous « conduct. 


You my alk * How can 1 ſerve you in this 
6 affair ? 5 — 1 he queſtic m an 1 itſelf. 


1 be, g che favour of a line front you, and 


am, 


Six, 
Ot. 12, 1704 Your, Ke. 


Mr. Wallis wrote to my friend 1 who 
waited on him at his houſe in Nortolk-Itrcct; 


* For che lade of Renter's Shares, 
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at which interview, he exprels'd : a deſire of 


ſeeing me. TWO days after, Mr. 1 


and I paid him a viſit. At this meeting I 


produc'd the Narrative, and read ſeveral pa- 
ges, by which (I preſume) chat Gemleman 
was convincd I had not attack d Mr. Garrick 
thro' a ſpit, of malignity, but thro' a princi- 


ple of ſel defence. I inform'd him if 


the Managers perſiſted in their cruel reſolu— 
tion of reje ting iny play, that I was in hopes, 


thro” the means: of a baronet, (whole nanw 1 
mention dq) of getting the Narrative and Tra- 


gedy introduced to MAJESTY. Mr. Wallis 


was pleaſed to tell me he would ſpeak to Mr. 
Linley that the play might have another read. 


ing. ] therefore lent him Dido with the lol. 
wing letter. 


L. ET TE R VI. 
Sin; 


I have ſent you, agreeable L9 promiſe , my 


tragedy. Your own feelings, will enable you 


to determine, whether or not, the Public will 


be under greater obligation to the Proprietors 


JI of Drury-lane theatre, by their receiving, Or 
* Sg 

rejetting a piece, written more : from the Het 
chan the head, 
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I hall ſend for Dido on Monday next. If 


you ſhould not, in that interval, have time to 
peruſe the piece, I have no objection to its 
remaining with you a day or two longer. 


Ichank you lor the indulgence of lo longa 
vitit, and am, | 


SIR, 


Oc. 224. 784. Yours, &c. 


Tn anſwer to this letter, Mr. Wallis inform'd 


me that he had ſpoke to the Managers, who 


promied the play ſhould have a lecond reads. 


ing, but ny could not hx the time for that 
purpoſe. — 0" thereſore return'd the play, 


not chuſing to leave it in their hands without 


my conſent. Three days after, 1 again lent 
him the piece, and wrote as follows, 


LETT ER VII. 
SIR, 


Tam extremely oblig'd to you, for procu- 


ring a promiſe of a ſecond peruſal of Dido, 


but il the piece is to be ſubmitted to the judg- 


ment of the perſon, who has already read it, 1 
muſt naturally ſuppoſe he will abide by his 
late opinion, A phyſician, who has declared 
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his patient incurable, will hardly be induc'd 

to ſpeak favourably of his caſe, while the 
fame ſymptoms continue—— Sulter me to give, 
what you Gentlemen of the Law call a caſe 
in point, by an extract from my Narra- 
tive. 


„I wrote the tragedy of Dido, in the 


* year 1700. In September, it was intro- 
duc'd to the late Lady Southwell, who 


warmly recommended it to hey Lord, and 
defired him to uſe his utmoſ endeavours 
to get it upon the flage. His Lordliup.cave 
the performance to Mr. Victor for his opt- 
nion. Mr. Victor wrote to his Lordſhip 
as follows.“ . 


* My Lord, 


J return the tragedy of Dido, with ma— 


ny thanks to your Lordſhip, for the ſa- 
vour of reading it. I am certain the Au- 
thor is a man of genus : there are unqueſ- 
tionable marks of it in this tragedy. I am 
forry his labour was not. employ'd on a bet- 


ter Rory. Your Lordſhip muſt remember 
T1 ohbjetted to That, when you put this play 


into my hands. It is a ſubject every ſchool- 
boy is acquaimted with, and an inturmounta- 


« ble injury to any tragedy, to have the 4 
„vent (which is call d the Cataſtrophe) 
* known to every auditor before the play 


— T 
3 ONS. | 


* 


(Wich che greateſt reſpect) 
Your Lordſhip's molt obliged 


? 1. 


Tumble Servant, 


B. VICTOR. 1 


Ius letter, on account of its a criticilm, 
is almoſt too contemptible to appear in my 
Narrative: I have notwithſtanding animad}_ 
verted on it, as follows. | 


« I cannot paſs over this letter, without 4 
* obſerving that Mr. Victor may be equally _ 
e forry, that the labour of the Authors of 
Cato, Coriolanus, Julias Cælar, King Ri— 
chard the Third, the Earl of Eſſex, Jane 
« Shore, and ſeverat other tragedies, was not 
* emplogxd upon a better ſtory, as they are 
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all equally liable to qus objection, If we are 
ever diſappointed in the Event (which this 
„ ſuperficial critic, 2mpertinently tells a No- 
„ bleman, is call d the Cata/lrophe) of a tra- 
gedy, it is when the piece ends happrly ; for 
% we as naturally expect Deat to be the 
Event ol trag: dy. as We GO Marriage to be 
the Event of comedy.“ 


Tho' Mr. Victor was not a little ratiied 
on account of the above letter, he tenaci— 
; 1 7 VVV . HW 
oully adher'd to his Opinion, and, even aſter 
three audiences had given the lic to his 
anfſurmountable objection, this picudo Critic, 
Po EG, Ii; BG: Bt 3 5115 8 61 | bs o 
Wiill a LIru Y-.1X Gdantiée  ODLULINLO V. ali lies is 
opinion in his hiſtory of the Stage, and 
endeavors to 00 * CIAtC Dido, OG] AU MIO 
. * RS es a 1 ee th ; XI : 
OWN lpleen, Or in hopes o picating Mr. 
Garricl K, tO Whom he was {it Im: ca ule the O$4 
5 ja 
preſton) indebted lor Jus daily bread® 


As the Gentleman, who read Dido, has not 
particulariz'd his objeftions, it is impo! Nile 
lor me to relute them. It Cannot be denied 
that Dido was rece:ved with applauſe and, 


Ance its exhibition, 1 Can) 1 ruly ailert, that the 


* Mr, Victor was, at that time, Trealarcr to 
Drurz; „lane 1 heatrc, 


7 F 
manuſcript has been read by, at leaſt, fiſty 


Gentlemen of literary abilities; many of whom 


have paid me the higheſt compliments on its 
image ry, pathos, and ſimplicity of ſtyle. I 


can, therefore, only aſſign conjectural reaſons 


for the cenſure, lately paſs'd on the piece. 


The Gentleman was, probably, a warm ad. 


mirer of Mr. Garrick : If fo, he can hardly 
be a /r:end to me, on account of my (ſup— 
pos'd-blameable) conduct to that inimitable 
Actor. He may allo be one of the many 
critics, who prefer a florid high-ſounding ſtyle 
to a ſimple one. Dido will, therefore, hardly 


luit his critical taſte, I hope I may be allowd 


to aſſert, in defence of my tragedy, that Ifa- 


bella, Oroonoko, Jane Shore, and Vemice 


Preferv'd owe their greateſt ſucceſs to ſimpli- 
ty of diction.--—Fvery tragic Author, who 
hopes to reach the heart, ſhould have in view, 


. that admirable precept ol Horace, 


Tragicus plerum que dolet Sermone bedepi . 


1 lave ſaid that many Cab have 


paſs d encomiums on Dido. This, you may 


reply, is mere 7þ/e dixit, unſupported by 
proof. I will therefore give you a public tel 


timony, which will overthrow the cenſure of 
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Mr. Victor, and the Gentleman who has 
lately read my pieces. It 1s an extract from 
Biographia Dramatic, the reputed compilers 
of which are Mr. Strevens and Mr. Malone, 
two ingemous Gentlemen, who about four 
years ago publiſhed an edition of Shake- 
ſpeare. Their characters, as judges of dra- 
matic literature, are ſufficiently known. I 

have not the leaſt perlonal, or epiltolary ac- 

quaintance with either of them : it cannot 
thereſore be ſuppos d, they meant to flatter 
me by ſuch extract. I ſhould not have been 
able to produce it, if it had not yeſterday been 
given me by a Gentleman, who viſited me, on 
a report that Dido had been refus d by the 
Drury- -Jane Managers. The extract runs thus: 
v1. 


Dido. Trag. in imitation of Shake- 
ſpeare's ſtyle, by foleph Reed. | Afied at 
« Drury- lane, 1 17607. Not printed.” 


5 


* 


« This tragedy was fir ſt perform d for tlie 
benefit of Mr. Holland. and twice after 
'* wards ; when it was each time received with 
* applauſe. It was intended to have been 
e revivd the enſuing ſeaſon ; ; but the Author 
* and Mane ger diſagreeing in tome particulars, 


F 


N — 
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„the copy was wthdrawn, and it has 


C 


* 


ſince lain dormant.— lt would be a poor 
compliment to the Author, to obſerve that 
many pieces of inferior merit have been 
& ſince ſuccelsfully repreſented.” 


** 


BTIOGRAPTHIA DRAMATICA. Vol. 2. Page 86. 


I have not the book by me, If the extract 
be u, it is the fark, of my friend, not 
mine — This teſtimony, in my opinion, ap- 
pears decilive, 7 


Had you not mentioned, that the Proprictors 
could not fix a day for the fecond peruſal of 
Dido, I Huld have ſent vou the manuleript 
om Tueſday. I could with to be on a friendly 
footing with the Gentlemen, as I think 1 
could almoſt, convince them, that ome. o 
my pieces would bring no dilgrace on their 

theatre, | 


Your farther ſervices in this affair will be a 
laſting obligation, conſerr'd on, 
Sing, 
Thurſday-mght, + OE 
LoL Your's &c, 
Mr. Watlis inform'd me, he was afraid he 
could not procure a ſecond reading of Dido 
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very ſoon, as Mr. Sheridan, who promis'd to 


get it read, wes gone out of town for a month 
at lealt——-1 anſwered him thus. 


ee TE. KK in. 
Sin, 


Your letter, tho' dated on Saturday, did 


not reach me til! Tueſday night. Lo be 


kept in ſuſpenſe, till Mr. Sherridon's return 
to town, is a diſtreſling circumſtance, That 
Gentleman, if he would have taken the 
trouble of peruſing Dido, might have put an 


end to the diſpute. His judgment in dramatic 
compolition is unqueſtionable. Tho he has 


in his Crilic fo wittily ridicul'd tragedy, I 


am convinced, from his ſine feelings, that he 
would not even with to baniſh it from the 
ſtage. His omiſſion of naming a perſon to 


perule Dido, before he went into the coun- 
try, has not a favourable appearance; as he 
can be no ſtranger to the anxiety, which nul} 
neceſlarily attend an Author, while he conti- 
nues in a {late of ſuſpenſe. 


From the deciſive opinion, which the inge- 
nious compilers of Biographia Dramatica have 
given of Dido, it would ſcarce appear unna- 
tural in me, to ſuppoſe the Proprietors have 
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rejected the tragedy, more on account of 


private diſlike to the Author, than from a reat 


diſlike of the piece. : 

As ] made no ſecret of declaring to many 
of my {riends in the ſummer, that I ſhould 
offer Dido to the proprietors of Drury-lane 
theatre this ſeaſon, I am daily teiz d with the 
difagreeable ſalutation, Can it be true that 
the Managers have rejected Dido ?”——The 
matter is therefore come to a criſis The 


tragedy mult either be play'd or publil d this 


ſcaſon, or my dramatic character (reſpecung | 


the many pieces 1 have ! oy me} 15 entirely 


blaſted. 


1 told you I had lome expectations of get- 
ting my Narrative and Tragedy mtroduc'd to 


a GREAT PERSONAGE, and at the ſame ume 


inform's. you of the means to effect it. A 
ſhorter (tho' apparenily Jefs-lucceſstul) mode 


has been pointed out io me, which is my ſend- 


ing the tragedy to- 4 * * 


** A COMMONER of great influence, —I am 


now almoſt convinc'd, that an application to the 


right honourable Gentleman would not have ſuc- 
ceded. I have, therefore, ſuppreſs d ſuch part of 


the letter, as relates to Him, and the means by 


which I hop'd to intereſt Him in my favour. 
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As I mentioned an Epitaph, (which in 
all probability you have not read) I hope 
you will not think me impertinent in requeſl.. 


ing your acceptance of ſuch literary trifle. It 
may prove che fugitive entertainment of a few 
idle minutes, if a Gentleman of your prof 


ſional engagements may be luppos d to have 
any idle ones, 


I have a copy of the tragedy. I therefore 
wilh the piece to remain with you, that it may 
be ready for a peruſal, in cale the Proprietors 
ſhould appoint another perſon to read it. 
However, as the ſcaſon is advancing, I hase 
no time to loſe. It would hardly be prudent 
in me to remain anreſolv d and unpropur'd tl 


Mr. Sheridan arrival in town, as his ſtay 


in the country may be longer than he ex- 


pected, and as tranſcript of the Narrative 


and Tragedy will take up no little tune. 
The perſon, conditionally engaged for that 
purpoſe, muſ! tranſcribe it wn my 90% Rouſe. 


He can only aitend occaſionally an hour or 
two in the evenings : I mull therefore reaton» 


ably ſuppoſe, he will not be able to finiſh the 
two pieces in leſs than a month. He ſhall 
not, however, make a beginning till Monday 
ſen'night, in-which interval, Lhave ſome hopes 


8 = 


of hearing the Proprictors' reſolution, as you 
have kindly intimated in your letter, that you 
will ſpeak to them about the tragedy. 


I carnot conchude, without returning you 
my moſt ſincere thanks tor your endea- 
vours to ſerve me- ailo hope you will 


gene roully prdon the trouble, I have given 


you on this occalion. 
I am, With due gratitude, 
Nov. 4, 1784. Sin, Yours; &. 


Mr. Wallis acquainted me, that he had at- 
tempted to procure the reading of the play, 
and imtimated, that, if no better luck ſhould 
attend him when Mr. Heridan came to town. 
he ſhould not be able to render me any ſer- 
vice—About a fortnight alter I wrote to him 
the lollowing letter.“ 


. E T $ hp Os . 
Sr, 


I ſhould have written to you the laſt week, 


if T had not determined to take the col- 
lective opinions of ſome friends on this 
embaralling attair, 


* 5 . 1 
n „ re „ S-. oh 


3 


E 


I am adviſed by all, to whom I opened 
my cale, to commence literary hoſtilities on 
the Managers of Drury-lanc theatre; but as 
I would yet willingly make them my friends, 
(and, if I am not extravagantly flatter'd, it 
will be their intereſt to ſecure my Fiend- 
hip) I ſhall wait the ilſue of Mr. SHeri- 


dans coming to town. 


It ſeems to ſome of my friends beyond 
a doubt that the Proprietors are determined 
to clip my dramatic wings, or they would 
have loften'd their refufal of Dido and the 
Comedy, by an offer of looking at ſome 
other of my pieces. I could, among my other 
productions, furnih them with a greater v2 
riety, than a. ſingle ive: act piece could ak- 
lord. I mean a three act comedy and a 
mock-tragedy, which I was, a ſew years ago, 
adviſed to fart agamit Mr. Sheridan Ce. 
However, as the Gentlemen {cem to treat 
me lo cavalierly, it would, I preſume, be in 
vain to make them {uch olle r. 


Some ol iy Bland have intimated, that if 
the Proprictors had been willing io ſerve me, 
they would have ſent the piece to Mrs. Sip— 
DONS, as a teſt of its merit, adding, it ſhe 
{hould ſuſſiciently feel the part of the herome, 
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ic 15 impoſſible the play ſhould fail; eſpecially 
as it would be fo ſtrongly ſupported by the 
characters of Aneas, Narbal, and Achates. 
One Gentleman ſeverely obſerved, that the 
fate of a late comedy * (to mention no other 
theatrical miſcarriages) was a convincing 
_proof of the inſufficiency of the critical abi- 
lities of the pr con, appointed for the pe- 
ruſal of pieces tender'd to Drury-lane thea- 
tre. He even offered to wait on Mr. Linley 
in behalf of my tragedy, but, as I wout& not 
wilh to give offence to that Gentleman, or 
his Brother-Proprietors, I declined the offer. 


In ſhort, it ſeems the general opinion ot 
all the Gentlemen whom I have conſulted, 
that the Proprietors. lor ſome private rea- 
lons, ſeem, at all events, determin'd on the 
non-admilſion of any ol my pieces on their 


llage. | 
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In conſequence of my lriends' advice, I z 
am therefore determmd to ſtrain every nerve 2 
to have Dido exhibued, tho' I ſhould even ” 
* ſacrifice the whole profits of the piece to et- 
Þ „ 5 N 
TS If I ſhould be under the dilagreeable ne- 
ceſſity of publiſhing my Narrative, I am 


The Piece was damn'd, 
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ET 3 
advis d, by way of preparing the Public, to 
print the letter I lent to the Proprietors. 
That letter, however, would be imperfect, 
unleſs it were followed by thoſe I have 
written to you, with your anſwers; and, as 
your behaviour to me has been fo open and 
libcral, I could noteven reconcile to myſelf the 
idea of ſuch proceeding, without having pre- 
viouſly obtained your permiſſion to lay them 


before tl 1C Public. 


As Dido has been refus' d, 1 have certamly 
a right to know what have been die ohiec- 


tions to the piece. Would Mr. Garrick have 
denied an Author that ſatisfaction Y No: he 
would (if deſir d) have pointed out his objec- 
tions, and endeavoured to have convinced him 
of the improbability oſthe ſucceſs of the piece. 
Why then am I denied ſuch fausfattion ? 
The tragedy, above ſeventeen years ago, had 


the ſanction of the Public. Is the Public, 


ſince that time, grown more ſenſible and re— 
lin d in tragic taſte ? I apprehend not The 
town, I may venture to aſſert, nce Mr. Gar- 


rick quitted the tage, has paticnily lulfered 


Tome tragedies to pals, which, while he corti- 


nued Manager, would ſcarce 1 ave been 
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iuffered to have made their theatrical appear- 
ance a ſecond time, and which would have 


been a diſgrace to Drury-lane theatre in his 


reign. 
Friday might, Jam, Sir, 
No v. 19t/. 1784. Ty Your's, &c. 


p. S. I ſhould be obliged to you for a line, 
when Mr. Sheridan has read, or procurd a 


reading of Dido, till when it may remain in 


vour hands. 


Here ends the epiltolary correſpondence ; 


to which I beg leave to add another public 


tellimony of os merits of Dido, given by Mr. 


Garricks biographer, Mr. Thomas Davies, 


whole judgment n dramatic compoſition was 
indiſputable. In his life of the Britiſſ Ros- 


cus, which was revisd (ſome ſay partly 


written) by Dr. Jolnſon, he 9 thus of 


my traged y. 


* Dido, a tragedy, written by Mr. Reed, 


cs 


* 


Mr. HolLAxp. It was thought an unuſual 
favou, to give the firſt night of a new play 
to an Actor; nor does the public / more, why 


1 


a rope maker, was.acted for the benefit of 
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e Dido was not play'd more than three nights. 
If the Managers pleaded, that the {ealon 
« was too far advanc'd to act it ſucceſſively, 
« as was uſual in other Hew pieces, it might 
% have been reſum'd the next winter; and 
that it merited ſuch favour, may be pre- 
© ſum'd from the applauſe beitow'd upon 1t. 
* The Author 1s certainly a man of genius 


— 


£ 


«© His farce of the Regiller-Office CONES a 
variety of characters aptly drawn, and ithas 
met with great, and deſerved applaule. 


Like of David Garrick. Eſq. Vol. 2. p. 120. 


Tho Mr. Davies ſays, * Nor docs the 


Public #now why Dido was not play 
more than three nights, yet Mr. Davics 
bumfelt 2ncw very well why Dido was Tot 
play'd more than three mghts.—-The reader 
may naturally exclaim, *WQavies was nniver- 
« fally reputed an honeſt man; then why 


„ did he leave the Public in the dark in chat 
particular? Let me oflera conjectural ex- 
cule in {ayour ct poor Davies might he not 


thus reaſon with himſelf? —— I am now 


* writing in praiſe of Mr, Garrick, and ſhoald 
* I farrly acquaint the Public with che ue 


„ cauſe of Dido's non-appearance the next 
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© winter, I ſhall fix an indelible ſtigma on the 
„character of my hrſtrionic Hero.” 


PE 0 
If the Regiſter-Ofice deſerve the above 
character, why have the Managers ſuppreſs 


its exhibition ?——As Hamlet ſays, „There 


is ſomething in this more than natural, i 


« plhilolophy could find it out.” 


To duo ſome, ſmall light on this myſtery, 
I bes leave to inform my readers, that the 
Regiſter-Office would have been got up a fe- 
weeks ago, if its revival had not been un- 
ex pectedly prohibited without any reaſon al- 
ſign'd. A whiſper, circulated behind the Cur- 


tain, alcribes the prohib{uon to Mails Pos 
excellence in the charatter of Mrs. Doggerel, 


as it might poſſibly be a means of leſſening her 


theatrical conſequence in TiL.BURIANA, II 


the revival of the farce has heen prevented on 
luch account, I muſt neceſtarily eſteem the 
protubition a very flattering compliment. 
The perlon, who was to have tranſcribed. 
the Narrative and Tragedy, was detain'd in 
the country till the middle of December; and 


three days before his arrival in town the 


Geatlenan, through whole means I hop'd to 
get che two pieces introduc'd to MAJESTY, 


this hour unfulfilled. 


hm: 


E 
had obtain d {rave of en. I therelore 
dropp'd all thoughts of a freſh apphcawon, 


MN 


and determin d to publiſh, in caſe the Manager, 


on the ſecond reading of Dido, Hill refus'd its 
exhibition. On Mr. Shertdan's coming to 
town, I fully expected the promis'd reading 
would take place; but ——-I am quite in the 
dark for what reaſon ſuch promiſe remains to 
" 

From Mr. Linley's poſtponing the ſecond 
reading of Dido, may it not be preſum d that 
he was afraid ſuch reaving would turn out 


in favour ol the piece? Has not this breach 


of promiſe a ſtrong appearance ol reſentment 
againlt me? But in what have 1 olltended 
can ſalely declare in noilung, unlels 
by calling in queſtion the abilities, or intogii- 
ty of his Favourite, the profound ritic. I am 
indeed of opinion, that the decline of drama. 


tic genius, fince Mr. Sheridan quitted the Ma- 
nagement, and rectus d the inſpectiou of pic- 


ces oller'd to Drury-lane theatre, may be 


fairly aſeribd to Mr. Linley's want ot necel- 


ſary diſcernment m dramatic compoſition ; 
but as I never publiſh'd my Jenuments on 
that occaſion, I cannot have gen him any 


juſt cauſe of ollence.— Suffer me to aſſign a 


E 1 


preſumptive reaſon or two, in” ſupport of the 
above opmion. 


As Mr. Linley confeſſes his own want of 


judgment in the drama, (a defect ſfearce- 
pardonable in a Manager) he muſt be ne- 
ceſſitated to ſubmit the fate of ops 3, Of- 
fer'd to the ſtage, to the deciſion of a pe rlon 
of known, or proſum'd abilities. But how 
can he he ſure that luch perſon (tho' a compe- 
tent judge) will always act with due impartia- 
ty? Private friendſhip, or private pique to 


an Author may cither bias his judgment, or 


warp his integrity. That Mr, Linley has been 


-unfortunate in his choice of a dramatic Cen- 


{or is to0-evident. Who, or what this Cenſor 
is I don't pretend to know, but it is highly 
probable that he muſt eicher be a Perſon, 


who writes for the Stage, or an Actor. it 


the former, the caution” given by our im- 
mortal Bard is not inapplicable; viz. © Let 


* no ſuch man be truſted,” His opinion 


ought not to be deciſive ; as he may rejett a 
piece of real merit, th rough a principle of lite- 
rary jealouſy, or recommend a ſlimſy play, as 
a foil to his own productions. If the latter, 
n equally Improper for a Cenſor; tor 
though che piece may contain a part fitted to 
his theatrical powers, it may allo contain a 


character, in which another performer would 
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cut a more capital figure. In ſuch cafe, it is 


natural to ſuppoſe that he will reject the 


play. 

This was the ſailing of our celebrated Rol- 
cius. Among other pieces, he rejected Dou. 
glas, and Crone, on account of the ſuperiority 
of the ſemale characters. Nay, I am almoſt 
convinced {and in ſuch opinion I am not fin- 


gular ) that he refus'd Dido for a ſimilar rea- 
fon. He remark'd, that © the play was Writ- 


ten for the woman (Mrs. CInsER) © and 
„that the men- aſk pardon tor uling the 
coarſe expreſſion were only Sh—ts—cl:s. 
Yet Fouell, Holland, and Benſley loun d no 
want of applauſe in their retpectve part 

8 Let me obſerve, that Mr. Garrick play'd in 


Ne pieces, when Dido was firſt ofterd to 


him. Had he not ſeen the tragedy till nis 
return from Tac, it is more than prob ab le 
that he would not have rejected it. 


I waited till che cloſe of the ſeaſon, in hopes 


ot hearing from the Manager curing the the. 
_ ammeal vacation. In the begiming of Augult, 
[ patch'd up this Appeal, Hg reloly F 19 pub. 


Jiſh it on the very day, amounc d. ſor the 


opening of Drury lane thcatro, u my tra, zedy 
Was not c accepted, 
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 Abont a week before the commencement 
of the laſt ſeaſon, I viſited Mr. Wallis, and told 
him I had prepared for an attack. He diſſua- 
ded me from publication, by telling me he 
would, on Mr. Sheridan's coming to town, 
talk the affair over with him I even lul- 
ſer'd the ſeafon to {lip over without any far- 
ther application, ſo great is my dillike to ſo- 
licit favours—-I had ſeriouſly ruminated on the 
conlequence of my intended publications— 
By printing the tragedy, I clearly ſaw it 
would become public property, and might be 
exlubited at any patent theatre, by (What is 
call'd) preſcrihtive right, by which I ſhould 
be depriv'd of the emotuments of reprelenta- 
tion— This Ilol., however, I laid no great 
ſtrels on—1 was allo apprehenſive that the tra- 
gedy would be, with the utmoſt ſeverity, at- 
tack'd by ſome hireling literary aſſaſlins. The 
profound Critic, on whole judgment Mr. Lin- 
ley 1o blindly depends, and whom J have rea- 
ion to ſuppole my implacable enemy, would 
doubtleſs, in jullification of his given Oopini- 
on, make ule of ſome expedient pecuniary, 
or. theatrical“ to have the reputation of my 


_ tragedy gecned, or blaſted. 


The freedom of the Houſe, 
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In ſuch embarraſling ſituation I ſhew'd the 
manuſcript of this pamphlet to a few Gen- 
tlemen, on whoſe judgment and integrity I 
could rely; but even here I tound a contra- 
riety of opinions. Some itrongly advis'd me 
to lend it to the Preſs, by way of prelude 
to the publication of the Narrative and Tra- 


gedy, as the affair between Mr. Linley and 
me was evidently the cauſe of the Public. 


Others diſſuaded me, as it would probably 
make the Manager my enemy, and conle— 
quently more averſe to the reception of any 
other of my pieces, which might be olfer < 


0 Druvy-lanc theatre, 


J 
I ſtill continued irreſolute, in hopes that 


matters might be accommodated; and, to leave 
no ſtone unturn'd for effecting ſuch pur— 
pole, I even condeſcended to requeſt the 


Manager's permuhion that one of the prin- 


cipal Performers might have Dido for a 
benefit. 
than in hopes of convencing him, that the tra- 
gedy had ſufficient merit to eſtabliſh its 
exiſtence as a STOcCk-PLay. Io this Au- 
maltating Requeſt, (though I did not even 


deſire either new dreſs or ſcene) I am ſorry 


to ſay Mr. Linley abfolutely refus'd his 


This I could do with no other view, 
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conſent; which is perhaps a greater ſtretch 


ol theatrical D:seoT18M, than has been excr. 


cis'd by any Manager during the preſen! 
century. 


How ſtriking the contraſt between Mr. 


 Linley's crvELTY to me, and his PARTI- 


ALITY to another Dramatiſt ! It would almof! 
puzzle an able Caſuiſt to decide in which par. 
ticular the Manager's conduct merits the ſe- 
verer reprehenhion-—— Two years ago, a tra- 


gedy and a comedy (each of five acts writ- 


ten by the ſame Author) were brought our 


at Drury-lane theatre——Did Mr. Garrick, 
though a known dupe to flattery, ever grant 


a ſimilar indulgence to any of his dramatic 


Sycophants? Never. He knew that ſuch: 


unwarrantable preference would be look'd 
upon as an opening to a monopoly of ſtage. 


_emoluments, by which genius would be dit. 


courag'd, and an att of injuſtice to Authors, 


the repreſentation of whote pieces would be 
thereby procraſtinated—- The true mo- 
tive of Mr. Linley's partiality to this Gentle- 
man is not publicly known, though many 


ſirewd remarks were made on it, little to the 
credit of either Author or Manager, 


. 
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Notwithſtanding Mr. Linley's unjullifia- 


ble refuſal of the above requeſt, 1 ihould 


poſſibly fill have heſitated in refpett of 


publication, if a Gentleman of his acquain- 
tance had not lately hinted to one of my 


friends, that Dido would not be accepted at 


Drury-lane theatre, on account of my quarrel 
_ with Mr. Garrick. My Friend indeed alcribes 
chis piece of unpara] ſelled injuſtice to the gro- 
found Critic's influence over Mr. Linley, In 


either caſe, I can hardly ſuppoſe, after the 
Manager's obflinate perſeverance in refuſing 
the tragedy, that any real Well-wiſher to dra- 


matic genius, and the caule of literary liberty 
will blame me for publication. 


might here cloſe my Ap pH aL, in full u- 
rance that every impartial reader will 1ma- 
gine, I have been treated with unprece- 


dented cruelty in the AR BRITRARY Regec- 


TION of my tragedy, to ſay nothing of the 
comedy. 10 convince the world that I do 


not aſlert. "this through the nlual partiality 


olf the Poct, I beg leave to produce a CoNn- 


CLUSIVE AuTHORITy from a great dramatic 
Genius and able Mana ger. . 


„ 

Mr. Corman (we are aſſurd in the preface 
to Albina) thus expreſs d himſelf on a ſimi- 
lar occaſion-— Where an Author of re. 


« putation thinks proper to bring me a 


„ Piece, I don't think I have a RIGHH to 
deliberate I am only the Midwite, and 
* give it a ſafe delivery to the world—— 
© Where one does not know a Writer it is dit- 
r 8 . 
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